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The Mission in Romania of the International Organization for Migration (IOM) is publishing today the results of two programmes developed in 2003 in the fields of (1) counter-trafficking and (2) prevention of irregular migration.

IOM’s nation-wide sociological research on the vulnerability of young Romanian women to trafficking in human beings has identified the risk factors, and the geographical and social distribution of the vulnerable persons. According to the research, 6-12 per cent of the young women aged 15 to 25 and living with their families are at high risk of becoming victims of trafficking. The vulnerable youth generally originate from single parent families residing in medium-sized cities from the regions of Moldova and Transylvania. Their vulnerability is shaped by a strong desire to find a job abroad, even if this means breaking formal or informal rules.
Four Romanian media personalities – Andreea Marin, Mihaela Rădulescu, Dana Războiu and Mircea Radu – have agreed to publicly address the vulnerable young women in the “Romanian Stars against Modern-Day Slavery” TV feature. The film is to be broadcast in 2004.

The second project was aimed at preventing irregular migration from Romania to European Union countries. IOM is releasing today the project report, including the research on Romanians’ perception on the risks of irregular migration to the EU. The research shows that 15 per cent of the adult population would like to travel abroad for work, while four per cent intend to leave the country permanently. Most of the migration flows from Romania are temporary labour migration. Migrants are poorly informed.  This lack of information results in unappreciated risks and is one of the main causes of irregular migration. 

The IOM information campaigns regarding the risks of trafficking in human beings and irregular migration were supported by the Governments of Norway and Belgium.

With 101 member states, 33 observer states and a wide variety of contributing civil society organizations, IOM is committed to the principle that humane and orderly migration benefits migrants and society. As an intergovernmental body, IOM acts with its partners in the international community to: uphold the human dignity and well being of migrants; encourage social and economic development through migration; assist in meeting operational challenges of migration; and advance understanding of migration issues. For more information please visit the IOM Website www.iom.int
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